THE TRADITIONAL BOWHUNTERS OF VIRGINIA
THE TBV NEWSLETTER
DECEMBER 2014
This newsletter is intended to be
the voice of a special group of
people — traditional bowhunters
of Virginia.
Founded several
years ago, the group has gone
through a period of reorganization
and is back to serve the interests
of its members and the sport.

VP NOTES
FROM MY TREESTAND...
-by John Peeler
It’s been a few months since you’ve seen a
new TBV newsletter. That doesn’t indicate
lack of activity, though.
In August Russ Hatchl, Dan VanGundy,
Jack Denbow and I visited the Boulder
Crest Retreat for wounded warriors and
their families out in Bluemont, VA. Russ,
Dan and I met our host, Brad Isham, at his
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-by Dan Van Gundy
Time flies. In spring, we talked in this newsletter of organizing some activities among our
membership to strengthen our newly revived
club and to build camaraderie and a sense of
common purpose in (re-)establishing a group
of like-minded individuals interested in engaging in, enjoying, and together promoting traditional archery in Virginia. But now it’s late
fall, and we have had only two events to show
for our efforts. Whatever the reasons, the
turnout for both was quite small. Perhaps the
word didn’t get out soon enough or, conversely, they were announced too early. In
any case, the piggy-back shoots we hoped
would bring us together for a day of shooting
and celebrating traditional archery seemed to
flop. Perhaps our busy lifestyles prevented
most of us from making the TBV gettogethers a priority.
I am sorry the occasion hasn’t yet occurred
when I could meet the newest TBV members
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and renew acquaintances and friendships
with former club members. And I’m hopeful in 2015 we can generate sufficient collective enthusiasm to all join together a few
times to pursue our love of our sport as a
group. While each of us listens first to the
inner voice, which knows what we want and
tells us truthfully what we should do, it can
be discouraging when it seems we are alone
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PUBLICITY & STUFF
-by Dave Burpee
I opened with the following words in my last
column, but they bear repeating since the
need for input from members is still valid. I
said:
“John mentions in his President's column that
you can send me stories and I can “knock the
rough edges off your story and prepare it for
publication.” Heck, I’ll even do better than
that. All you have to is call me and tell me
the story. I will take notes, write the story
and run it past you to be sure you are OK
with it since your name (not mine) will be on
the article. This should remove ALL excuses
because while some of you say you can’t
write I am damn sure you can all talk! (You
have proved it often……)”
John has a super story and photos in this issue about his moose hunt. Fellow TBVer
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NOTES AND $$$$$
-by Russ Hatchl
In case you are wondering, NOW would be a good time to
send in your 2015 membership form. We need to get a
good fix on our membership base as early in the year as
possible so we can plan events and determine the effort(s)
that need to be dedicated to recruiting Speaking of which:
please reach out to your friends and ask them to join! The
Club Constitution and Bylaws as well as a membership
form accompany this newsletter. Feel free to share them
with all who enjoy our sport.
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(...From My Treestand continued)
home in Winchester and rode out to the retreat together. Brad is a traditional archer and author who
volunteers his time and talents with the archery program for the retreat’s visitors. Brad’s wife also volunteers at the retreat as a yoga instructor. We received a tour of the facilities – really a top notch operation – and learned of the extensive counseling and
recreational programs available to our wounded veterans. Following that, we shot the wheelchairaccessible 3D archery course and then Brad grilled
lunch for us before leaving. While no specific requests for TBV support were made, we discussed a
way each of us can contribute to this worthy cause.
By going online to the 3Rivers Archery site, you can
make a donation that will offset archery equipment
expenses that support the Boulder Crest archery program. Please consider going to the website and contributing to this worthy cause. Following is the
BCRF donation page for cash/credit donations but
you will need to specify archery range donation in
the comments. http://www.bouldercrestretreat.org/
donate/donate-money.htm. Coming soon will be a
registry for donations where folks can click on it, buy
a dozen shafts, a bow, a target, or even a glove or
dozen feathers. I will post that when it is available.
My hunting season should have begun with some
bowfishing, but due primarily to my back injury I
never even got my boat wet this summer/fall. Maybe
some of you have some good stories to relate regarding your recent bowfishing adventures to help fill my
void.
I started my 2014 hunting season with a return trip to
Alberta, Canada, to hunt moose with Alberta Wilderness Guide Services. Four of us left on 26 September for the 3 ½ day drive to the North Country. We
met up with our guides and then drove about two
hours out to the tent camp on crown land (Canadian
equivalent of our national forests). After unpacking
and stringing our bows we shot a few practice arrows
and then got dressed for our first evening hunt. That
first evening was probably the best from a weather
standpoint and with respect to moose activity. My
guide and owner of the moose hunting operation,
Dean Bromberger, and I decided to hunt that evening
from elevated stands. We heard a loud snap of a
moose breaking a branch while walking to the stand,
and hustled to get up the tree and ready to hunt. Dean
hadn’t even completed his first calling sequence
(cow calling has proven effective at drawing rutting
bulls) when a young bull came trotting in. He

wasn’t grunting in response to the call (which is indicative of intimidation by larger, more aggressive bulls),
but was closing the distance quickly to meet the ‘cow’
he heard calling. Dean whispered for me to get ready,
and I whispered back that I didn’t think the bull was a
first day shooter. The bull had now closed to 15 yards,
quartering to me, when Dean whispered again “Don’t
shoot! Look to your left”. Staring at us from 75 yards
was a monster bull! As soon as the smaller bull noticed
him he turned and ran. The big bull circled downwind,
but never caught our scent, and never got closer than 50
yards. He left and Dean called him back several times,
but he wouldn’t commit and was also not grunting or
swaggering in as a bull his size would be expected to
do. Remember what I said earlier about intimidation?
Dean nicknamed the big bull “Big John” (see picture)
and said he would be a new Provincial bowhunting
record. It’s hard to imagine that bull being intimidated
by another bull, but he acted that way. When the bull
eventually wandered off I whispered to Dean that, “Just
for the record, that bull was big enough”. We heard
two other bulls that evening but had no other sightings.
On subsequent days weather conditions worsened, with
high, shifting winds being the primary complaint.
Hunting from the ground was particularly tough, as
bulls would get downwind of us and depart with nothing more than a snapping branch, grunt, or tapping of
an antler on a tree to let us know we’d been busted.
We hunted another area from tree stands, having close
encounters with a couple of other bulls that did not
provide shooting opportunities. On the second to last
day of the hunt Dean called in a nice 2 ½ or 3 ½ year
old bull 20 yards to my right. I slowly turned into the
tree but was unable to come to full draw on three attempts because my elbow was hitting the tree. The bull
ran out to 50-60 yards and when Dean called him back
he gave me an 18 yard shot to my left. The wood shaft
buried almost to the feathers, taking out both lungs.
The bull went about 85 yards before stopping and falling dead. Dean got it all on tape so I am looking forward to seeing the footage and reliving the hunt when
the season highlights CD is sent out.
I’m sure many of you have participated in archery
events and your own hunts already this fall. We’d like
to hear about them and share them with the rest of our
members. Dave Burpee will be happy to develop your
outline or notes into a quality article if needed.
Until next time, stay well, be safe and good huntin’.
John
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TOP: “Big John” BOTTOM: John Peeler with his 2014 moose.
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Bob Seltzer and I along with Bo Slaughter from Dixie Bowmen rode with John in his truck and, yes, 44-hours is a
lot to spend in a vehicle over 3 1/2 days…… I can attest that excitement was high after the first day, especially
when John got up close and personal with Big John. The rest of the week the hunting was slower for the reason
John described — LOTS OF WIND. The animals either did not move or the wind exposed our scent to their unbelievable sense of smell. A good time was had by all, however, and we look forward to another trip in 2016.
TBV folks spend a lot of time in the woods and for some of us the traditional way of hunting extends to the use of
black powder and muzzleloading rifles. Some call this “going to the dark side” and I acknowledge that view.
However, all time in the woods is good time and while encouraging you to share your hunting stories with me it is
only fair that I share mine with you. Besides, as sportsmen we support all forms of legal and ethical hunting because if we don’t, who will?
The muzzleloading season opened Nov 1 and that day found Bob Seltzer and me in Buckingham County in search
of the elusive whitetail. We must have
been thinking a lot about the moose trip
because the wind blew at about 20mph
with higher gusts for two days. Needless
to say we did not see any deer. However,
a turkey shoot did break out….. A twoyear-old bird made the mistake of coming
within range on the second day and I was
able to add him to the Thanksgiving table.
The legs and thighs were reduced to soup
and the breasts converted to a tasty recipe
used for chicken fingers. The bird had a
five-inch beard and one-half inch spurs
but it was large for such a young wild
turkey — 15 to 18 pounds — and so there
was much to share. I should note that our
second day was Sunday, and yes it was
really good to be in the woods. It will be
very interesting to see what impact the
VDGIF says the extra day has on the
wildlife population but in one practical
aspect it should be positive — the motel we stayed at had other hunters who likely would not have provided their
business if the weekend offered only Saturday hunting. I know that was the case with us—we would not have
hunted that far from home if we were limited to Saturday.
2015 will see an effort by the TBV to expand our membership beyond the nucleus in Northern Virginia. The goal
is to have members from throughout the Commonwealth. I will be in touch with archery clubs around the state
asking them to distribute our newsletter, link to our website and encourage membership. There will also be an
effort to find volunteer “coordinators” for TBV who can arrange shoots at various locations. We don’t want to
become bureaucratic and top-heavy with guidelines/restrictions; the goal will be to have someone who can schedule shoots using the ranges of other organizations so we can gather and have fun (no keeping scores!). Let me
know if you want to be part of the effort.
Best wishes for a wonderful holiday season, a Merry Christmas and a healthy 2015 because without our health
nothing else matters.
Dave
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in our interest in perfecting traditional archery
shooting skills. For this reason, joining with
others who share our passion for doing it the
hard way can be a tremendous boost, a motivational stimulus. Or to put it more simply, it’s a
lot of fun to shoot with other trad guys & gals.
So, I’m hoping you all decide to renew your
membership in TBV for another year. We will
do a better job of keeping you informed of what
events are approaching. What you can do is
make a commitment to join the rest of us wherever and whenever we plan a TBV shoot so that
we can grow the new TBV into a viable, Statewide organization of committed traditional
archers. I look forward to seeing all of you at
the next TBV event!

CALENDAR
We sincerely appreciate the support provided in 2014
year by the Belvoir Bowhunters and Northern Virginia Archers. As our membership grows we will
seek to have shoots at other venues throughout the
Commonwealth. All the shoots, regardless of locations, will be included in our newsletter and posted to
the web Attend as many of the events as you can and
enjoy the camaraderie. Also, as you go to your normal
archery locations, tell them your affiliation with TBV
and spread the word about us among the trad participants. Our Club does not offer prizes or keep scores.
You are welcome to keep your own score, but we
won’t collect results at the end of the day. See you in
2015!

