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This newsletter is intended to be the voice of a
special group of people — traditional bowhunters of Virginia. Founded several years
ago, the group has gone through a period of
reorganization and is back to serve the interests of its members and the sport.

FROM MY TREESTAND...
-by John Peeler
It’s been a while since
our last newsletter. I
hope this one finds each
of you well, and having
enjoyed a successful fall/
winter hunting season.
Success for each of us is
defined or measured a
little differently.
For
some, it’s the harvest of
a trophy animal, for
many others it’s having
found opportunities to
spend time bowhunting
(alone or with friends)
and enjoying nature. To the bewilderment of a few family members and many acquaintances, I tend to identify
with the latter.
I was fortunate this past August to spend five days in
Wyoming hunting antelope with several friends and my
elder son. The time spent at the Werner Ranch is always
full of fond memories of good fellowship, food and hunting. Having said that, our 2015 hunt was the toughest
I’ve experienced in seven trips to the ranch. The abundance of rain prior to our arrival provided ample alternatives for the antelope to water without having to come
to the blinds where we were waiting for shooting opportunities. While we all saw fair numbers of antelope, one
of our group never had a shooting opportunity during
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our five-day hunt. Since a new longbow I had ordered from Great Northern had not been completed in
time, I hunted with my Great Northern Ghost recurve
and managed to harvest a nice buck shown to the left.
Acorns anyone?? While the oaks around my house had
a decent crop this past fall, the two small properties I
had permission to hunt on had absolutely none. Last
year these properties had lots of acorns and deer visited
them frequently. In fact, I saw deer feeding on acorns
on one of those properties almost every time I hunted.
This year almost all of the deer I saw were feeding on
grass on adjacent properties I had no access to. The
deer that came onto the properties I hunted were either
bedding, or transitioning through the area.
My luck changed on 3 November/Election Day. I left
work early to vote and because there were no lines at
the polls I arrived home early enough to shower,
change, and head to the woods with my new longbow,
which had arrived in September. My expectations
were low, given the heat ~75 degrees, and because I
bumped a fawn off its bed on the way into my stand. I
settled in around 3:30 and an hour later caught movement of a deer moving my direction. As it got closer I
could see antlers, but didn’t think the buck was exceptional. I committed to taking a shot if I had the opportunity though, since I hadn’t had a shooting opportunity
up to that point of the deer season. The buck paused on
a path about 10 yards in front of my stand to check a
couple of nearby scrapes and I could clearly see that he
had a large body and better-than-average antlers for a
northern Virginia deer. The shot angle from my stand
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24’ up the tree was steeper than I prefer, but the buck was
broadside and relaxed. I drew and released the wood arrow,
hitting the buck in the spine and dropping him in his tracks.
He had a 31 1/2“ neck
and a dressed weight of
~160#.
While the tracking job
was nonexistent, the drag
up the hill to my truck
was a chore, and I had to
innovate to get him into
the back of my truck by
myself. Last month I
asked TBV Newsletter
Editor Dave Burpee to
score the antlers for the
VBA Big Buck Contest
and was surprised he netted 145 4/8” on the Virginia scoring
system.
I’ve enjoyed meeting and shooting with a number of you at
two of the three shoots we’ve had so far this year, and look
forward to meeting and shooting with more of you during
our remaining shoots. Check the shoot schedule and join us
if you can, and bring friends or family members with you. If
you have ideas for, and energy to help us organize and host
additional shoots/events this year please contact one of the
TBV officers; we’d be happy to speak with you. Additionally, if you have any ideas for our web page, pictures, and or
newsletter articles to share with the TBV membership please
send them to Dave Burpee. Thanks.
Keep ‘em sharp and
Hit ‘em hard!
John

Dan Van Gundy, Vice President
The Right Stuff
While some of our club's members are experienced traditional
archers and hunters, some of us are new to traditional archery.
Finding reliable advice on selecting a traditional bow and matching a set of arrows to it are challenging tasks with far fewer resources to assist the newcomer than a prospective purchaser of a
compound. Let's face it: a bow is expensive. Even starter bow
set-ups run several hundred dollars, so buying a bow that fits the
archer's draw length and strength is important. And there are
many other choices the archer must make without really knowing
what will suit him or her best. The expense of a custom-made
bow makes the right choice even more critical.
So, where does an archer go for advice on choosing the best traditional bow? Perhaps the best place to begin is in a bookstore,
online or brick-and-mortar. A number of books on traditional
archery for beginners have been published. Even a cursory search
on amazon.com reveals more than a dozen reasonably priced
books for beginning trad shooters. Some of the mainstream archery and bowhunting magazines often devote an article to traditional bows, and several magazines are out there devoted exclusively to trad, such as Traditional Bowhunter Magazine.
A second place to look for advice is to friends and acquaintances
who are already steeped in traditional archery. Our club has many
old hands who can help by offering advice to a tyro on choosing
the best starter bow or replacing one that didn't turn out to be suitable. They probably are also willing to let you try shooting several of their bows to see what each feels like. Don't be surprised if
the experienced traditional archer admits to owning several, perhaps many, trad bows of different styles (longbow, recurve, self
bow) in a variety of lengths and draw weights.

Russ Hatchl, Secretary/Treasurer
Nothing to report for this issue.

Since some members are relatively new to shooting traditional,
you may have purchased bows you just aren't satisfied with and
are seriously considering buying a new bow. If there's sufficient
interest, as indicated by feedback to this article, we could easily
organize a get-together later this season at which prospective buyers of new trad bows could try out a variety of different bows
owned by other members. I have it on good authority that some

of our members own literally dozens of bows, so it's likely
our less experienced shooters could get a good feeling about
what type of bow suits them best before plunking down the
money for one and hoping for the best. If this idea appeals
to you, let a board member know.

In the past, I have moved from one club office to another to satisfy
the “two years in an office” rule and still serve on the board for an
additional term. Regrettably, that will not be possible this time so I
am making an early announcement of a position vacancy.
Please let me know if you are interested/willing to serve as the TBV
Publicity Director. It is an important, but not an onerous, timeconsuming task. Further, I will commit to spending as much time
with you as needed to ensure a smooth transition and, since I will
remain a member, will be only a phone call away for continued
advice and assistance.

Dan

The future of the TBV will truly be cemented — or lost — in the
next couple of years. I hope to hear from you……….
And speaking of the TBV, the next page has a summary of our
activities in the first part of this year. Plan to join us at future
events, bring a friend and spread the word. We are on a successful
path that is also fun so let’s share our good times.
Our shoot schedule is on the web site, but the next few events are
below. All sites are VBA clubs and we always arrive early to get
out in front of the compound shooters. Location details of the various shoots can be found on the VBA website at
www.vbarchers.com.
APR 2 at Staunton River at 8 AM. This is a two day event but we
will shoot on the first day.
Dave Burpee, Publicity Director
As you may be aware, the TBV has a history that dates back
to 1995. John Peeler laid out our history in excellent fashion in the January newsletter so I won’t repeat it here —
you can find a copy on our web site.
What does bear repeating, however, is the fact that the organization was stagnant for several years because the leadership “aged,” moved on and was not replaced by younger
members.
This is an important point because the current leadership is
those same “old” folks who came back to breathe life into
the organization and it will soon be time for them to move
on again — both because they are not getting younger but
also because our governing documents call for a person to
serve only two consecutive years in an office. Those two
years are up this fall.
We need to start thinking now about leadership replacements so the TBV does not once again move into an inactive status. If that happens, my fear is that it could remain
that way forever.

APR 9 at Walton Park at 8 AM. This is a two day event also but
we will shoot on the first day.
APR 10 at Belvoir at 9 AM. (Yes, we are going to shoot two days
in a row! Try to make both…..) Come early if you do not have a
Belvoir pass. You will need to register at the Tulley Gate. Bring
license, registration and proof of insurance.
APR 23 at Manahoac at 9 AM. We started the year here. It was a
great shoot and they were super hosts.

WHAT’S NEXT….
SUMMER:
— TBV fun shoot at member’s ranch
(date TBD; watch for an email)
APRIL THRU SEPTEMBER
— Conduct TBV shoots in conjunction
with host clubs
— Continue to purse TBV goals
- Expand the TBV reach
- Support TBV Regional Coordinators
- Increase membership
- Pursue banquet plans for 2017

THE YEAR (SO FAR) IN REVIEW
Dave Grant, Bob Hahn and John Peeler admire their shots at the Manahoac
"Cabin Fever" shoot on Feb 20. This was the first TBV shoot of the year. Andy
Bennett (who took the picture) also hit the animal in the vitals and probably
wanted to claim some backstrap for a bar-b-que later in the day. Our hosts
were extremely gracious and were glad to learn we would be back later in the
year. If you have not shot at Manahoac, plan to attend our next event. The
course is laid out in a manner that takes advantage of flat terrain and at the same
time offers challenging shots.

Dan Van Gundy, Jerry Michonski , Ron Buzalsky
and John Peeler (and Dave Burpee, not shown) participated in a shoot at the Northern Virginia Archers
range on Feb 27. They would have you believe all
their targets wound up looking like this, but they
would be fibbing. NORVA leaves their 3D targets
out all year so it is a great club to join if you want
to shoot at “animals” a lot.

The TBV was present at the VBA Kingsboro Club on Feb.
28 to inform members in that part of the State about the
TBV and solicit membership. Kingsboro has a great range
and the members were supportive of our visit. Shown in
the photo are Kingsboro members preparing to register the
70+ shooters who showed up, about a dozen of whom were
traditional archers -- many making their own equipment.

The shoot at NORVA on Feb 27 also included Russ Hatchl, Adam Hatchl, John
Hatchl and Andy Bennett. It's always
great when the youngsters (and the young
at heart) get involved.

The forecast was snow, wind and cold. But….. that did not stop the
TBV from participating in a scheduled shoot at the Cub Run Archers
range on March 20. The have an EXCELLENT facility and are on an
IWLA property so everything is kept to the highest standard. As it
turned out, the weather was mild and the day afield was very pleasant. From the left, Andy Bennett, Zack Peters (new member), Dan
Van Gundy, Ron Buzalsky, and Russ Hatchl celebrate a “dead pig.”
The sixth arrow belonged to Dave Burpee, behind the camera. You
can rest assured that no matter what you might hear from these shooters, the rest of the targets were not nearly as “dead.”

Julia Hahn, niece of member Bob Hahn, on her first 3-D shoot points
with pride to the result of a difficult shot. Not many people could hit the
antler that solid with a recurve! She shot with other TBVers at the
NORVA Icebreaker on Feb. 27.

Nathan Hahn, son of member Bob Hahn, is in training
as a future TBV member
and bowhunter. He practiced his skills most recently
on the NORVA range as
part of the TBV shoot held
Feb. 27.
Brynnen Hahn, wife of member Bob
Hahn, lines up for a shot at the NORVA
Icebreaker on Feb 27.

