
 

 

This newsletter is intended to be 

the voice of a special group of 

people — traditional bowhunters 

of Virginia.  Founded several 

years ago, the group has gone 

through a period of reorganization 

and is back to serve the interests 

of its members and the sport. 

THE TBV NEWSLETTER 

FROM MY TREESTAND... 
-by John Peeler 

 

The TBV needs you, and it needs your help.  

Let me explain….. 

 

The TBV was founded in 1995 and for 

about 15 years was a vibrant group with a 

strong membership, multiple shoots 

throughout the year and an annual banquet.  

The group, however, had two potential 

drawbacks and about 2010 these two issues 

combined to push the TBV into a period of 

inactivity. 

 

The  first  issue  was  the  membership  or, 
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more precisely, the location of the member-

ship.  The members were primarily located in 

Northern Virginia.  This was not a bad thing, 

but it did limit the growth potential and even-

tually came to be viewed as a regional group 

instead of a state-wide organization. 

 

The second issue was the age of the members. 

Many of them were at or near retirement and 

had reached the end of the time when they 

could be expected to be leaders of the TBV.  

Some of them had already invested years in 

leadership roles for various archery groups at 

the local, state and national level.  As they 

stepped aside about 2010, the only ones avail-

able to fill their rolls were busy with families 

and careers so a leadership gap developed. 

 

With a leadership gap and with a perceived 

reputation as a regional group, the TBV fell 

into an inactive status.   

 

In 2013, three “old timers” (as you will see by 

their photos elsewhere in this newsletter!) 

joined with me to try to bring the TBV back 

into an active status.   The administrative re-

sponsibilities were divided and you can see in 

the column to the left how the jobs shook out. 

 

The main effort in 2014 was to have as many 

opportunities as possible for shooting events.   

 

This was accomplished by partnering with 

clubs in the Virginia Bowhunters Association 

and  using  their  ranges  by piggybacking  on  
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TBV clubs but rather to have this person coordinate with 

local VBA clubs and make arrangements for TBV arch-

ers to share their ranges during their club shoots.  This 

person would inform Dave of the available dates and he 

will publish on our web site and in a newsletter.   

 

A third goal is to push the TBV membership to more 

than 100 members.  As you might suspect, this is where 

you come in.  The officers can and will spend the hours 

necessary to make the TBV a success.  However, we are 

only four people.  We need you to join and then to be-

come an advocate for the group.  It will take all of us 

working together to meet the goal.  As an incentive, for 

every five members that someone recruits they will re-

ceive a year’s free membership in the TBV.  Russ Hatchl 

will be leading our membership drive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 Russ Hatchl, Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 

their regularly scheduled VBA events.   

 

 This effort was continued in 2015 with another strong 

schedule of shoots and was augmented by a concen-

trated membership effort. 

 

The end result at the beginning of 2016 is a committed 

core of about two dozen members and a good shooting 

schedule.  In my view, there are several reason this is 

not good enough for the TBV to survive. 

 

First the membership is too small for a state organiza-

tion and once again is centered in Northern Virginia.  

Second, the shoots are mostly held at the VBA clubs in 

Northern Virginia.  And, finally, we don’t have the 

membership diversity or strength to hold a banquet. 

 

So…………., what are we doing about it and how can 

you help us meet our goals. 

 

First, we have taken steps to expand the TBV reach 

throughout the state.  Dave Burpee attended a VBA 

meeting in Harrisonburg last September and has the 

names of club officials who have agreed to help spread 

the word about the club.  One goal is to have informa-

tion about the TBV on the web sites of all VBA clubs 

by March, before the outdoor 3-D season  fully kicks 

off.   

 

Another goal is to have one “TBV Coordinator” in each 

of    the  VBA  regions.   The  aim  is  not   to   establish 
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Our fourth and final goal will be tackled when our 

membership numbers increase.  We want to have a 

banquet beginning in 2017 and will canvass the 

membership regarding their desires re location.  Dan 

Van Gundy will be our point man on the banquet. 
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In additional to our four goals, the TBV is an honor-

able organization with laudable intentions: 

 

 —  Unite the traditional bowhunters in Vir-

ginia. 

 

 —  Provide a forum conducive to having 

fun and sharing information about the sport of tradi-

tional archery. 

 

 —  When requested or appropriate, repre-

sent the interests of traditional archers to the Virginia 

Department of Game and Inland Fisheries as well as 

to other government elements who can make laws 

affecting the sport. 

 

 —  Offer a venue for traditional archers to 

compare and share insights regarding hunting equip-

ment and experiences. 

 

 —  Emphasize camaraderie at all times, 

especially at archery shoots, which will be conducted 

in a non-competitive manner (no scores kept). 

As you can tell by now, 2016 is an important year for 

the Traditional Bowhunters of Virginia.  Frankly, we 

either gain momentum and become a strong archery 

group in the state or we slide back into inactivity.  I 

want us to succeed and I hope you want the same thing 

and will support us.:  Join, Recruit, Participate. 

 

 

 

Keep ‘em sharp and 

Hit ‘em hard!  

John 

 

WHAT’S NEXT…. 

 

JANUARY: 

     —  Distribute 2016 membership forms 

     —  TBV info on VBA club web sites 

     —  TBV Regional Coordinators con- 

            firmed 

 

FEBRUARY 

     —  Publish TBV newsletter  

     —  Publish TBV shoot schedule 

 

MARCH THRU SEPTEMBER 

     —  Conduct TBV shoots in conjunction  

            with host clubs 

     —  Continue to purse TBV goals 

 -  Expand the TBV reach 

 -  Support TBV Regional Coordina- 

                tors 

 -  Increase membership 

 -  Pursue banquet plans 


